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which are within the Table A distance 
separations of § 73.525, or Class D sta-
tions on Channel 200, may not use the 
license modification process to elimi-
nate an authorized horizontally polar-
ized component in favor of vertically 
polarized-only operation. In addition, 
noncommercial educational stations 
operating on Channels 201 through 220, 
or Class D stations on Channel 200, 
which employ separate horizontally 
and vertically polarized antennas 
mounted at different heights, may not 
use the license modification process to 
increase or decrease either the hori-
zontal ERP or vertical ERP without a 
construction permit. 

(9) The licensee of an AM, FM, or TV 
commercial station may propose to 
change from commercial to non-
commercial educational on a modifica-
tion of license application, provided 
that the application contains com-
pleted Sections II and IV of FCC Form 
340. In addition, a noncommercial edu-
cational AM licensee, a TV licensee on 
a channel not reserved for noncommer-
cial educational use, or an FM licensee 
on Channels 221 to 300 (except Class D 
FM) on a channel not reserved for non-
commercial educational use, may 
apply to change from educational to 
commercial via a modification of li-
cense application, and no exhibits are 
required with the application. The 
change will become effective upon 
grant of the license application. 

(10) Replacement of a transmission 
line with one of a different type or 
length which changes the transmitter 
operating power (TPO) from the au-
thorized value, but not the ERP, must 
be reported in a license modification 
application to the Commission. 

(11) Correction of geographic coordi-
nates where the change is 3 seconds or 
fewer in latitude and/or 3 seconds or 
fewer in longitude, provided there is no 
physical change in location and no 
other licensed parameters are changed. 
The correction of coordinates may not 
result in any new short spacings or in-
creases in existing short spacings. 

(d) The following changes may be 
made without authorization from the 
FCC, however informal notification of 
the changes must be made according to 
the rule sections specified: 

(1) Change in studio location within 
the principal community contour. See 
§ 73.1125. 

(2) Commencement of remote control 
operation pursuant to §§ 73.1400 and 
73.1410. 

(3) Modification of an AM directional 
antenna sampling system. See § 73.68. 

(e) Any electrical and mechanical 
modification to authorized transmit-
ting equipment that is not otherwise 
restricted by the preceding provisions 
of this section, may be made without 
FCC notification or authorization. 
Equipment performance measurements 
must be made within ten days after 
completing the modifications (See 
§ 73.1590). An informal statement, dia-
gram, etc., describing the modification 
must be retained at the transmitter 
site for as long as the equipment is in 
use. 

[47 FR 8590, Mar. 1, 1982]

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 73.1690, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and on GPO Access.

§ 73.1692 Broadcast station construc-
tion near or installation on an AM 
broadcast tower. 

Where a broadcast licensee or per-
mittee proposes to mount a broadcast 
antenna on an AM station tower, or 
where construction is proposed within 
0.8 km of an AM nondirectional tower 
or within 3.2 km of an AM directional 
station, the broadcast licensee or per-
mittee is responsible for ensuring that 
the construction does not adversely af-
fect the AM station, as follows: 

(a) Installations on an AM nondirec-
tional tower. During installation of the 
broadcast antenna and related equip-
ment, the AM station shall determine 
operating power by the indirect meth-
od (see § 73.51). Upon the completion of 
the installation, antenna impedance 
measurements on the AM antenna 
shall be made, and, prior to or simulta-
neously with the filing of the license 
application covering the broadcast sta-
tion installation, an application on 
FCC Form 302–AM (including a tower 
sketch of the installation) shall be 
filed with the Commission for the AM 
station to return to direct power meas-
urement. 

VerDate jul<14>2003 14:48 Nov 17, 2003 Jkt 200194 PO 00000 Frm 00317 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\200194T.XXX 200194T



318

47 CFR Ch. I (10–1–03 Edition)§ 73.1695

(b) Installations on an AM directional 
array. Prior to commencing construc-
tion, the broadcast permittee or li-
censee shall notify the AM station so 
that, if necessary, the AM station may 
determine operating power by the indi-
rect method (see § 73.51) and request 
special temporary authority pursuant 
to § 73.1635 to operate with parameters 
at variance in order to maintain moni-
toring point field strengths within au-
thorized limits. Both prior to the com-
mencement of construction and upon 
completion of construction, a partial 
proof of performance (as defined by 
§ 73.154) shall be conducted to establish 
that the AM array has not been ad-
versely affected. Prior to or simulta-
neously with filing of the license appli-
cation to cover the broadcast station 
construction, the results of the partial 
proof of performance shall be filed with 
the Commission on Form 302–AM. 

(c) Tower erections or modifications 
within 0.8 km of an AM nondirectional 
tower. Prior to commencing the con-
struction of tower modifications, or 
the erection of a new tower, within 0.8 
km of an AM nondirectional tower, the 
broadcast permittee or licensee is re-
quired to notify the AM station so that 
the AM station may commence deter-
mining operating power by the indirect 
method (see § 73.51). The broadcast li-
censee or permittee shall be respon-
sible for the installation and continued 
maintenance of detuning apparatus 
necessary to prevent adverse effects on 
the radiation pattern of the AM sta-
tion. Both prior to construction of the 
tower modifications and upon comple-
tion of construction, antenna imped-
ance measurements of the AM station 
shall be made. In addition, sufficient 
field strength measurements taken at a 
minimum of 10 locations along each of 
8 equally spaced radials, shall be made 
to establish that the AM radiation pat-
tern is essentially omnidirectional. 
Prior or simultaneously with the filing 
of the application for license to cover 
this permit, the results of the imped-
ance measurements and the field 
strength measurements shall be filed 
with the Commission on FCC Form 302–
AM for the AM station to return to the 
direct method of power determination. 

(d) Tower erections or modifications 
within 3.2 km of an AM directional sta-

tion. Prior to commencing construction 
of tower modifications, or the erection 
of a new tower structure, within 3.2 km 
of an AM directional array, the broad-
cast permittee or licensee shall notify 
the AM station so that, if necessary, 
the AM station may determine oper-
ating power by the indirect method (see 
§ 73.51) and request special temporary 
authority pursuant to § 73.1635 to oper-
ate with parameters at variance in 
order to maintain monitoring point 
field strengths within authorized lim-
its. The broadcast licensee or per-
mittee shall be responsible for the in-
stallation and continued maintenance 
of detuning apparatus necessary to pre-
vent adverse effects upon the radiation 
pattern of the AM station. Both prior 
to the commencement of construction 
and upon completion of construction, a 
partial proof of performance (as defined 
by § 73.154) shall be conducted to estab-
lish that the AM array has not been ad-
versely affected. Prior to or simulta-
neously with filing of the license appli-
cation to cover the broadcast station 
construction, the results of the partial 
proof of performance shall be filed with 
the Commission on Form 302–AM. 

[62 FR 51062, Sept. 30, 1997]

§ 73.1695 Changes in transmission 
standards. 

The FCC will consider the question 
whether a proposed change or modifica-
tion of transmission standards adopted 
for broadcast stations would be in the 
public interest, convenience, and ne-
cessity, upon petition being filed by 
the person proposing such change or 
modification, setting forth the fol-
lowing: 

(a) The exact character of the change 
or modification proposed; 

(b) The effect of the proposed change 
or modification upon all other trans-
mission standards that have been 
adopted by the FCC for broadcast sta-
tions; 

(c) The experimentation and field 
tests that have been made to show that 
the proposed change or modification 
accomplishes an improvement and is 
technically feasible; 

(d) The effect of the proposed change 
or modification in the adopted stand-
ards upon operation and obsolescence 
of receivers; 
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